
How do 
people learn 

about 
space?

Essential Question



How did 
Galileo learn 

about 
space?

Focus Question 1



Why is 
explaining 

your thinking 
important?

Craft Question Lesson 1



Why are 
adjectives 
important?

Craft Question Lesson 1



How does 
“Galileo’s Starry 
Night” build my 
knowledge of 
the scientist, 

Galileo?
CF Question Lesson 2



How does 
explaining 

my thinking 
work?

Craft Question Lesson 2



How do 
adjectives 
work in 

sentences?
Craft Question Lesson 2



Why is it 
important to 

develop a topic 
with facts, 
definitions, 
and details?
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What do I 
notice and 

wonder about 
Starry 

Messenger?
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Why is it 
important to 

explain my own 
ideas and 

understanding?
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How does 
developing a 
topic with 

facts, 
definitions, and 
details work?
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How do 
adjectives 
enhance 
writing?
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What’s 
happening in 

Starry 
Messenger?
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Why is it 
important to 

listen and 
recount?
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How do I use 
facts, 

definitions, and 
details in 

explanatory 
writing?
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What does a 
deeper exploration 

of figurative 
language and 

illustrations reveal 
in Starry Night?
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How do I 
improve using 

facts, 
definitions, and 

details to 
develop a topic?
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Why are 
compound 
sentences 
important?

Craft Question Lesson 6



What does a 
deeper 

exploration of 
text features 

reveal in Starry 
Messenger?
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How do I 
explain ideas 
to a small 
group?
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Why are 
conclusion 

paragraphs 
important?
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How do 
compound 
sentences 

work?
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How does 
“Moon 101” 
build my 

knowledge 
of space?
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What does 
“listening to 

recount” look 
like?
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How do I use 
compound 
sentences?
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What is the 
essential 

meaning of 
Starry 

Messenger?
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How do 
conclusion 

paragraphs 
work?
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How does 
Starry 

Messenger 
build my 

knowledge?
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How do I 
explain my 
ideas in a 
Socratic 
Seminar?
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How do I use 
conclusion 

paragraphs in 
explanatory 

writing?
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Why are 
coordinating 
conjunctions 
important?

Craft Question Lesson 10



How do “Galileo’s 
Starry Night” 
and Starry 

Messenger build 
my knowledge?
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How do I 
explain my 
ideas to a 
partner?
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How does 
listening to 
recount 
work?

Craft Question Lesson 11



How do 
compound 
sentences 

work?
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How do “Galileo’s 
Starry Night” and 
Starry Messenger 
build my knowledge 
of space and the 

scientists who 
study space?
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How do I 
improve and 
explanatory 

essay?
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How do I use 
compound 

sentences to 
explain ideas 

clearly?
Craft Question Lesson 12



How did the 
astronauts 
of Apollo 11 
learn about 

space?
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What do I 
notice and 
wonder 
about  

Moonshot?
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Why are 
introduction 
paragraphs 
important?
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What’s 
happening in 
Moonshot?
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How do 
introduction 
paragraphs 

work?
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Why are 
adverbs 

important?
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What’s 
happening in 
the front 

endpapers of 
Moonshot?
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How do I use 
introductions 

in opinion 
writing?
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How do 
adverbs 
work?
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What does a 
deeper 

exploration of 
point of view 

reveal in 
Moonshot?
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How do I use 
adverbs in 
sentences?
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What is the 
essential 

meaning of 
Moonshot?
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How do I use 
introduction 
paragraphs 
in opinion 
writing?
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How does the 
“Cronkite Anchors 
First Moon Walk” 

add to my 
understanding of 

the Apollo 11 
mission?
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Why is it 
important to 
support an 
opinion with 
reasons?
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What do I 
notice and 
wonder 

about One 
Giant Leap?
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Why is it 
important to 
support an 
opinion with 
reasons?
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What’s 
happening in 

One Giant 
Leap?
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How do 
supporting 

reasons work 
in opinion 
writing?
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Why are 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
important?

Craft Question Lesson 20



What does a 
deeper 

exploration of 
figurative 

language reveal in 
One Giant Leap?
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How do I use 
supporting 

reasons in an 
opinion 

paragraph?
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How does a 
subordinating
Conjunction 

work?
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What is the 
essential 

meaning of 
One Giant 

Leap?
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How do I 
improve 

supporting 
reasons in 

opinion writing?
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How do I use 
complex 

sentences in 
writing?
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How do 
Moonshot and 

One Giant 
Leap build my 
knowledge?
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How do I 
use conclusion 
paragraphs in 

opinion 
writing?
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How does John
F. Kennedy’s 
speech, “We 
Choose the 

Moon,” build my 
knowledge?
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How do I 
explain my 
ideas in a 
Socratic 
Seminar?
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How do I use 
coordinating and 

subordinating 
conjunctions to 
create sentence 

variety?
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How do 
Moonshot and 
One Giant Leap 

build my 
knowledge?
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How do Moonshot 
and One Giant 
Leap build my 
knowledge of 
space and the 

astronauts who 
study space?



How do I 
improve an 
explanatory 

essay?
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How does 
revising to 

include sentence 
variety 

strengthen 
writing?
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How do 
artists and 
writers help 
people learn 

about space?
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What’s 
happening in 

Zathura?
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Why are 
linking words 
and phrases 
important?
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What does a 
deeper exploration 

of the events in 
Zathura reveal 

about the 
characters?
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How do I use 
linking words 

and phrases to 
connect 

opinions and 
reasons?
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How does 
Zathura build 

my 
knowledge?
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Why is 
research 

important?
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Why are 
pronouns 

important?
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What’s 
happening in 
“Pegasus”?
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How does 
research 

work?
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How do 
pronouns 

work?

Craft Question Lesson 30



What’s 
happening in 
“Callisto and 
Her Son”?
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How do I 
research to 
build and 
present 

knowledge?
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How do I use 
pronouns in 

writing?

Craft Question Lesson 31



How do Space 
Object Box and 
Starfield add 

to my 
knowledge?
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How do I 
explain my 
ideas in a 
Socratic 
Seminar?
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How do stories, 
myths, and art 

build my 
knowledge of 

space?
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How do the 
texts we read 
and art we 

examined build 
my knowledge 

of space?
CF Question Lesson 34



How do I 
improve and 

opinion 
essay?
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How do we 
annotate our 

work for 
revisions related 

to style and 
conventions?
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How do the 
module texts 

build my 
knowledge about 
how people learn 

about space?
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How do the 
module texts 

build my 
knowledge 

about space?
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How do I 
improve an 

opinion 
essay?
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